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Joy of driving,
comfort and a solid reputation.

To the motorist, Sweden is a very special sort of country. ment that conceved i, It has exceptional behaviour on
it stretches 1600 km from north to south. Towns and the road, abundant reserves of power and extreme
villages are often sparse. More than half of its 345000 km  toughness. Its interior offers lavish space, And its

of roads are not metalled. seating comfort ranks among European thorough-

- bred cars. These are the facts behind the solid reputa-
tion—confimed time after time by the intermational
motonng press.

During 160 of the 365 days in

a year, temperatures are below
freezing. In the winter, motorists
must have their headiamps
switched on dunng an average
of 16 hours a day. The Saab 99
bears the stamp of the environ-







Joy of driving and comfort
—throughout the broad

Saab range.

All Saab 99 modeis have super road
behaviour, And they are all exceplionally
roomy and comforable. These factors
are essental to all motonsts. However
ving Lo the breadth of the 99 range,
more spechic demands will 2lso be met

This brochure presents the cars in
the Saab 99 GL range.

The vanous models differ by the
styling of the body, the lcadcanying
capacity, the number of doors and the
combxnation of engine and transmission
The cars are available in the Combx
Coupé version of the Sedan version
The Combi Coupé models have either
three of five doors, whereas the Sedan
models have two or four,

The Saab 99 range also includes
the Saab EMS, the Saab 99 GLE and
the Saab 89 L

Saab 69 GL Combi Coupé with 5 doors.
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in the Saab 99, every detal around the
driver is correctly designed and logically
placed. But how canone be sure?
Before the Saab 99 emerged as a fully-
fledged car, drivers were subjected to
scientfic tests in a vanety of situabions.
To find out how the car and driver can
be coordinated, And to ensure that the
driver will always be as relaxed as
possible.

Is there another driver’s seat with
all of these functions ?

The backrest rake and the fore-and-aft
setting of the seat are steplessly ad-
justable. But the seal can also be raised,
lowered or inclined as required.

The backrest and seat are comfont-
ably dished, The backrest incorporates
an elastic lumbar support. The seat and
backrest are elecincally heated—the
thermostal switches on the heat at
temperatures below +12°C and
switches it off again at +28°C. (For
further particulars of the driver's seat,
see page 20.)

When travelling at 27.8 metres
Al 100 kilometres per hour, you are
travelling at a rate of 27.8 metres per
second. The controls must therefore be
designed and located so that the dnver
will always be in full control of the car.
Every control is marked with a sym-
bol for its function. At night, the controls
are iluminated by ingenious fibee optics
which focus the light on the symbol.
The direction indicators, the head-
lamp flashers, the headiamp dippe,
the wipers and the washers are con-
trolied by stalks on the steenng column.,
The driver can reach them with his
hands firmly on the wheel, The ignition
key, handbrake and gear lever are
grouped on a centre console—since

they are used in sequence when stan-
ing the car.

The instruments of the Saab 99
have been deveioped in collaboration
with expernenced aircraft cesigners,
The dials are large and round. They are
recessed into the panel to prevent
reflections.

The steering wheel conveys much
of the joy of driving.

The exceptionally thick padding
peovides a firm grip as well as being
anatomically correct. The dimensions of
the steering wheel im have been
carefully calcutated. The rake of the
steering wheel contributes further to
relaxed and accurate daving.

The steering wheel pad is of unique
design. It consists of an impact-absotb-
ing sheet metal core which prevents
injury in the event of a collision. The
whole pad also acts as a "horm button”.
(For further particulars of the steefing
wheel, see page 20)



Genuine joy of driving
—when the car and driver are
In perfect harmony.




‘A Saab, any Saab,
handles well ..." ..
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Saab 99 GL Combi Coupé, 3 doors




system widely favoured in high-petdorm-
ance cars, The rear axie is straight,
one-piece and unusually kght. So the
rear wheels follow the road surface
fathfully, without transmitting bumps to
the body.

Effective headlamp wipers ang
washers contribute to safe motonng in
darkness. The range of vision on dipped
beam is extended due to the special
distribution of the kght beams. The
effective bumpers are selff-repainng
following lowspeed colksions.

- The Saab engine : Powerful, tough
The Saab 99 is unusually enjoyable to  and economical.

drive—itinvoives s diverandinduces  The Saab 99is driven by a 2-iitre engine
him to make full use of its fine charac- with power 10 spare. Owing to its high

tenshics. it is roadworthy in the true torque over a wide range of speeds, it
sense. it behaves consistenllyunder all  has exceptionally good low-speed
concions. it is sturdy while being re- pedomance. This recduces the need
sponsive. it takes up the bumps in the for gear-changing and ensures fast and
road smoothly but firmly, These char- safe overtaking even intop gear, In
acteristics of today’s Saab 99 have relation to its high pedormance, the en-
emerged from a nch tradtion of suc- gine has a low fuel consumption.

cessiul rallying throughout the world
There is much to commend

Genuine joy of driving—even when a Saab 99 with automatic trans-
the weather is foul and the road mission.
conditions are at their worst. Investigations have shown that an auto-
The Saab 99is fitted withthe engineat  matic transmission reduces the strain
the front and has front-wheel-drive; fea- onthe driver. In adation, # provides
tures which result in aimost unegualied  perfect coordination between the driv-
roagholcing and drectional stabiity. ing wheeis and the engine speed, and
The weight distribution is close to the ensures smoothness in traffic,
ideal. The wheels supporting most of
the weight—the front wheeis—"pull®
the car, instead of the rear wheels
“pushing” it

The Saab 99 has rack-and-pinion
steering, which has proved to be ideal
in combination with front-wheel-drive
The fromt springs are pivot-mounted —a
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The Saab 99is roomy where i ought

to be—inside. Al the same time, the out-
side dimensons are within sensible
kmits. The car is designed o accom-
modate five adults. And all of them are
comfortably seated.

Moreover, the Saab doesn’t have
muddy sill beams to soil your clothes,
On the Saab 99, the sill beam is well
pectected by the door. On the 4-Coor
and 5-door models, the rear door open-
ing foliows the shape of the backrest,
which makes it easier for the back seat
passengers to get in and out of the car.
And no bulky propelier shaft tunnel or
wheel housings encroach on the back
seat passenger space.

Co-driver’s seat with armchair
comfort.

The seat acdusts tseif avtomatically to
the stature and seating attitude of the
passenger, Thisis due to the elastic
base, the flexible lumbar support and
the mouided padding. The seat has
been designed in collaborabon with
medical experts.

The seat also has fore-and-aft ad-
ustment of 146 mm. And the backrest
rake is steplessiy varabie. The ilumbar
support requires no manual resetting.
The head restraint is integrated with
the remainder of the seat and features
a special support for the neck vertebrae

Unique back seat comfort.

The rear seat offers sufficient space for
three adults to sit in genuine comfort.
The vidth of the Saab 99is lavish—on
some models, the elbow roomis no
less than 153 cm, The passengerin the
centre of the back seat is sealed as
comfortably as the others—partly due

to the undorm thickness of the seat
cushion and partly due to the absence
of a buiky propelier shaft tunnel. The
ampie headroom contributes (o a sense
of space and comfort Grab handles

are fitted above all passenger door
openings. A special control allows the
back seal passengers 10 adust the ven-
tiation air supply to the rear of the car,

The interior climate can be widely
adjusted.

The heating system of the Saab 99 has
been developed 10 cope with the hard
Scandinavian winters, And the entire
heating and ventilation system has
capacity to spare. Heated or cool fresh
air fliows into the interior theough 12 air
cutiets. The fan capacity is more than
sufficient. On some models a sun roof
is available as an optional extra to allow
for further vanaton to the intenor cimate.



Genuine comfort for five adults
—even on a long trip.




Saab 99 Combi Coupé
—the car with wide
opportunities.




The Saab 99 Combi Coupé combines
the best features of the traditional estate
car with those of the coupé. So it has
the desirable loadcarrying capacity of
the estate car, although without any of
its heavy and often buiky body. It has
the sleek ines of the coupé, but still
offers the space and high intenor com-
fort of the sedan model. But first and
foremost, it has the unigue road be-
haviour $0 characterstic of every Saab.

The loading characteristics also
have much to commend this car.
The Combi Coupé has no high sil at the
rear to impede loading. The hexght of Iift
from the ground 1o the rear Hloor is no
more than 53 cm. On other cars, itis
often 60-70 cm. When loading heavy
goods, the rubber-covered bumper can
be used as a support. The back door
extends from the edge of the roof nght
down (0 the bumper, Gas spings it the
back door automatically from 2 honzon-
tal postion to fully open. The clear
headroomis 180 cm

Adjust the space to suit the ol - oy s b
load—not the other way around. cmieda ool g e <Sanrarin i
Vith the parcel shelf in position, the ¥ rotessional goo0s Fanagons

luggage compatment is 45 ¢cm high
and s capacity is 350 dm? SAE. To
increase the height, the parcel sheif can
be removed, The maximum height in
the luggage compartment vall then be
79,5 cmand the capacity will be
435 dm? SAE. The space available is
then ideal for a dog, a camy-col of any-
thing else you wish 1o keep an eye on

When the back seat is folded down,
the load-carmying space will be 182 cm
long. with a maximum height of 92¢cm
and a total volume of 1500 am®. And
this conversion takes no more than
thirty seconds. On the 5-door model,
loading is faciitated by the front of the
load carrying space being accessible
through the rear side doors

in addition, an extra space of
30 dm? SAE is available under a panel
at the extreme rear of the luggage
compantment.

In a Saab 99 Combi Coupé, the
comfort extends to the limits of
the luggage compartment.

The fiat flocr is covered with a fitted
nylon carpel. The sides consist of
meoulded panels. The panels are made
of a material which is impact-absorbing
as well as providing heat, cold and noise
insulation. The surfaces of the paneis
are covered with tough vinyl
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Some motorists may not need all of the
space available in the Combi Coupé.
So the broad Saab 99 range aiso
includes two Sedan models—two and
four doors. The body of the Saab 99
Sedan is more conventionally styled
than that of the Combi Coupé modets,
but the car offers the same high comfort
and abundant seating space. The elbow
room in the back seat of the 2-door
Saab Sedanis nolessthan 153¢cm,

Some practical features of

the Saab Sedan.

The aerodynamic shape of the body
and the locations of the bumpers
induce air flows which prevent fouling
of the rear kghts. The design and lo-
cation of the bumgpers offer effective
protection to the rear lights in the event
of 2 minor collision.

.‘"

The rear light fittings incorporate
cection indicators, brake hights, rear
lights, reversing ghts, number plate
lumination and reflectors. The light
surfaces are very large, $o the lights are
clearly visible from the rear and the side.
Since the lamp housing is dark, the
lights are clearly visibie when lit—even
in suniight

The luggage compantment of the
Saab Sedan is roomy and practical, ts
capacity is 356 dm? SAE. As on other
models inthe Saab 99 range, the load-
carying capacity can quickdy be in-
creased by folding down the back seat.
The total capacity is then 1300 dm3. The
back seat can be folded down simply,
without tocits, in less than 30 seconds.



Yet another alternative:




Combi Coupé Special
—a Saab with emphasis
on sportiness.

The Combi Coupé Special has muchin
common with the Saab EMS—the spor-
tiest member of the Saab family. At the
same time, the Combi Coupé design
ensures abundant and versatile load-
canmying space.

The visile part of the sporty charac-
ter is emphaszed by the spoller and the
special design of the aluminium wheels.
The interior is timmed with red velout
and the windows are tinted. The paint-
work is metalic,

But some ¢f these sporty character-
istics can only be expernenced onthe
road. In order 10 improve the stabdty
when the car is driven hard, the Combx
Coupé Special is equipped with Bilstein
gas shock absorbers. Al high speeds,
the spoiler contnbutes to lowering the
fuel consumplion and improving the
roadholding.

16



Why rallying is an
important ingredient
of the Saab tradition.

A rally 1s a type of real-ife laboratory. cars are almost entirely unmodified.

A given rally often runs under widely He and a stablemate from the Saab
varying road and weather conditions.  team also ensured that the Saab 99
Sooner or later any weaknessesinthe  was the most successful make of car in
basic construction of the car are certain  the 1976 RAC Rally. And he gained a

to be revealed. victory in the 1977 Swedish Rally-and
Stig Blomquist has drivenvarious  valuable World Championship points,
models of the Saab in rallies and track The Saab 99 has an invaluable

races throughout the world. One of his  feature for a competition car—balance.
victones in 1976 was in an Amencan This applies to the weight distribution as
standard car race, often referred to as well as to the coorgination between

the “world's most sensible’, since the driver and vanous features of the car.

And now:
Saab presents its
Turbo-model.

In a turbocharged engine, an exhaust engine by increasing the torque at low
gas driven compressor raises the pres-  and intermediate engine speeds.

sure of the midure of fuel and airsup-  Simply because this improvement is
plhied to the engine, Better acceleration,  most useful to the everyday motorist.

s ‘
‘_‘zj_rr

good fuel economy and cleaner Overtaking after changing down is
exhaust gases are the merits of turbo-  faster and safer. And the car is easier —
charging. to handie in busy city traffic.
But the Turbo developed by Saab Your Saab cealer will be pleased to
differs from most others: instead of provide further information on the
increasing the maximum output, the advantages of the turbocharged Saab
main aim has been to improve the engine and can also discuss the

already good tractive effort of the availability of the Saab Turbo.

7



Most of the Saab 99 features are

Road safety The safety of the Saab 99 has many facets. It shows up in the consistently stable
—aimed at preventing behaviour of the car on the road. It is expressed by the careful and relaxed be-
accidents. oy Pt vew's $ad haviour of the Saab driver. This can be summarised as road safety—aimed
e ) at reducing accidents and near-accidents to the minimum possible.

veed I At s s igPt The highly developed occupant safety is based

e M et o P - doerans largely on the road accident research undertaken by

ROON'Q 070 203 PGS ‘ Saab in collaboration with medical experts. And

this work has resulted in effective and direct
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associated with some form of safety.
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Over the years, Saab has introduced
many néw, unconventional design and
equipment features which have been of
benefit to motoring as a whole. And this
is faidy logical. After all, Saab makes cars
designed 1o Suit everyday conditions in
Scandinavian countries. But international
road safety legisiation is also placing
increasingly stringent demands. And
what Saab has done at all levels has
always been based on care of the driver,
passengers and other road users.

The seats of the Saab 99 are
unique in many ways...

The seats have been designed to be
adaptable to any individual. The lumbar
support is efastic and requires no manual
resetting. The seating attitude can easily

The design of the Saab 99
was guided by everyday realities.

be vaned, since the backrest is not
restncted by any integral Ccrossmembers.
The rake of the backrest can be adusted
steplessly down. The fore-and-aft
adustment of the seats is 146 mm,

A unique refinement is the facility for
raising. lowering or inclining the driver’s
seat cushion as required,

Saab was the world’s first among car
manufacturers to introduce thermo-
statically controlied electnic heating of the
criver’s seat and backrest The heatis
switched on automatically at tempera-
tures below +12°C, Heating is controlied
by a bi-metal thermostat in the seat
cushion,

Most other cars still lack this

type of roof lining.

The roof kning of the Saab 99 has an
important safety function. it covers the
steel members around the edges of the
roof and acts as a large impact-absorbing
protective pad. The lining is made of
glass fibee which is pressed as one unit
and is covered with nylon velour, The
kning as well as the covenng s fire-
resistant. t provides good insulation
against heat, cold and noise.

The rack-and-pinion steering is a
front-wheel-drive.

perfect match for
Saab has always been fathful to rack-
and-pinion steering. The advantages are
S0 numerous that all alternatives wete
automatically exciuded. Extensive tests
have shown that this type of steenng is
ideal for cars with front-wheel-drive.
Owing to the rack-and-pinion steer-
ing, the Saab is very easy to manoeuvre.
On the other hand, the steering is suffici-
ently rigid to prevent unintentional
changes in course. In addition, rack-and-
pinion steering eliminates idie travel of
the steering wheel—the system has few
moving parts and therelfore does not
need continual adustment.

Road accident investigations have shown
that the steenng wheel and the steenng
wheel pad can provide effective protec-
tion to the driver, if they are correctly
designed, The unique pad of the Saab 99
consists of a slotted sheet metal core
which is designed to deform under strong
impact This core is covered with a refa-
tively hard layer of plastic, which distri-
butes the load on impact. The outside of
the pad is then covered with soft plastic.

Saab was one of the world’s first
car manufacturers to introduce
dual-circuit brakes.

Saab introduced the dual-circut brake
system as standard in 1963, And the
dual-citcuit brake system has now
become vadespread, The principles vary.
But the Saab principle is stll fairly inci-
vidual. The brake system is spit ciag-



onally—in the event of fadure of one
circuit, the brakes of one front wheel and
those of the rear wheel on the opposite
side will still remain operative. The distri-
bution of the braking effort between the
front and rear of the car will be as
favourable as under normal conditions.,

Owing to the pivot mounting, the
springs will always do their best.
The front springs are pivoled at the wish-
bones, Whatever the movement of the
car, the sprngs will remain cylindncal
and will retain thesr optimum springing
capacity, A rubber stop inside each sping
prevents “bottoming”, thus acting as a
type of awdliary spring with progressive
acton,

The pivot-mounted spring suspen-
sion used for the front springs of the
Saab 99 is widely preferred in exclusive
$pons cars and racing cars.

‘b
Saab has always been to the fore
in lighting.

For a number of years, Saab has collabo-
rated with research institutions with the
aim to impeove the car ighting to a max-
mum. A concrete result of this coliabora-
tion are the present headiamps which,
by effectively distributing the kght, in-
crease the fiedd of vision on dipped beam
by up to S0%. They became standard in
1975, The automatic headiamp-
control—the headlamps are extinguished
when the ignition is switched off—was
introduced by Saabin 1970, The head-
lamp wipets and washers were intfo-
duced on production cars in the same
year. Halogen lights were fitted in 1973.

Investigations have shown that, aftera
car has been driven for 10 klometres on
a slushy road in dense traffic, the kght
intensity from the headiamps can be
reduced by as much as 90%. And even

under less arduous conditions, fouling of
the headlamp glasses will gradually
reduce the field of vision. So Saab found
it impontant (o produce effective head-
lamp wipers and washers.

In 1972, legislative moves stated inthe
U.SA conceming the strength of bum-
pers. But by that time, Saab cars were
already being fitted with bumpers which
complied with the strict standards with
a comfortable margin.

The Saab bumper is known as “seif-
repaifing”. In the event of a colision, the

cellular plastic blocks will be compressed,
but will begin to resume their onginal
shape when the pressuce is rebeved.
Rugged supports and reinforcements in
the body ensure that the car will remain
undamaged at collision speeds of up o

8 kph. This eiiminates the cost of repairs
to damage caused by minor collisions.

Every Saab 99

is either a Combi Coupé

or a semi-estate car.

On all models of the Saab 99, the luggage
space can be increased quickly and
conveniently by folding the back seat.
The Sedan models of the Saab 99 are
actually semi-estate cars with ampie
space for luggage. The scope for vanying
the load-carrying capacity o suit the
requirements characterises the Saab
product development: Toofferacarin
the highest comfort class, but of practical
and versatile design.

21



Accessories for the Saab 99.

The ioose seal covers protect the ongingl
upholstory, Al Saab seat covers are a perdoct
fit and are easy 10 apply and remove
Venetian bind.

The venetan bingd 10¢ 1he: teat wanoow
proviges comioable shade and keeps the
cordoms of the luegaoe compantmaent

prvate

Peliol criven parking beatess

With & parkang heaioe you can always be

sute of getting iInto a warm and comfontabie car
Chid quard

Heawly padded guatd. Prevents chidnen

from beng thrown forwasd between the front
Seats in the event of hard Beasong

Lockabie fus tank cap

Sturdly fued tank cap with lock. (Keep the tuel
tank JOCK and xanbon kiys on the same key nng
This vall reduce the risk of forgetting 10
tepiace the cap atter lngG up.)

Headeest cushons

Headeest cushons i the onginal and ose
cover iabac are avatable n a rge number
of colours. Stereo budspeakers can be
itled inko the Liont seal cushions

A CONGBONING

At CONGHONING ensutes 3 comionabie
chmale in the car—even in the height of
Summer.

Auminum wheels

Specsally designed wheed of extra tough
PAOSSULe Ae-CASt Slumunum

S{. X000

Al high r0ad speeds, the spoder contnbutes
10 impeoved roadhoiding and reduced fuel
consumpbon

Decorative tape

Emphasises the spoay characterof the

Saab 98. Avalable in complete sets with
“ comgxehensve fithing instructons



Colour range.

Soats Opal Groen

S0 b Fereedld e

Smafs Cotal tiue

SO Cobek bive

L Lagoon thse

Carpet Corubedn bie

Covahar g

Marda Droan

Corrabyy rec

Carpt Covrobwy 100

Crvoters tod |

Ml brown

Stver Crystal metalic

Carpet Crralar red

Nouoot Brown

Nousd Betan

Dorads Leown

Carpet NOUGH Lrown

Crnabv 1ed

Marda broan

Orchad when

Carpet Cenaty rod

S by

Aaruls trown |

ALAO0e Do

Carpet Nouget tromn

B Talk 1o the Saab deales about which colours apply for the déferent models. 23



Technical specification Saab 99 GL Sedan/Combi Coupe, 1978.

Dimensions and weights Dimensions and weights

Common particulars. Saab 99 GL Sedan. Saab 99 GL Combi Coupé.
Engine type 4-cyinder, in-ine Overalliength 4420 mm Overal jength 4530 mm
Displacement 1985 cm’* Overal width 1680 mm Overal width 1690 mm
Cyindes bore/piston stroke 9078 mm Heght, unladen 1440 mm Heght, unladen 1440 mm
Compression ratio 921 Wheebase 2473 mm Wheebase 2473 mm
DN rating of single-carburetter enging 73KW (100 hp) a2 5200 revimin Track, front 1400 mm Track. front 1400 mm
DIN rating of twin-carburetter engine 79 KW (108 hp) at 5200 rev/min Track, rear 1420 mm Track, rear 1420 mm
DIN peak torque of single-carburetier engine 162 Nm (165 kgf m) at 3500 revimin Max. lbad length with rear Max oad length with rear
DIN peak torque of twin-carburetter engne 164 Nm (16.7 kgt m) at 3300 revimin seat foided down 1717 mm seat folded down 1821 mm
Camshaft arangement overhead Boot capacity, SAE 356 am’ Boot capacity, SAE 350 om*
Number of gears 4(3in automatic ransmission®) = =percel M;'emoved 435dm
Zenith-Stromberg carbusetter one 175 COSEVX or two 150 COSEVX Wa o 1300 dm? gma R 1500 dm’
S::rgmam SR ;g x;?gch Kerb waight. approx. 1140-1190kg  Kerb weoight, appeox. 1180-1240kg

' 1
Startes OLoK 0BKW (1 1ho) Max total weight approx.  1580-1640kg ~ Max total weight. approx.  1620-1680kg
Ol capacity of engine 358res B Wognt vanatons Sepend 0n the egutment incuded
Cooling system capacity 8 itres I Istrations N 1hes DrOChure Show CIFs SOUEEH0 ACCONdng 10 MANSNO O 1N Swodeh maret Mot mocss ¢an Do
Fuel tank capacity 55 itres :w('mntmvf vwaw’ e Al 512 4 =
Rﬁcmﬁded 0CLaNe NUMber 97 RON mw&:ﬁmmxgl,:‘_ LA 1O POOOS Whd QU 0 1P CONCAARON. Furthed miommat.On i avaialie bom M
Wheels, gmmgg:z'cm gg‘; g::“':_ FHA S 2 B The rrnesastures 1050t Tho SO 15 CAMGR EPOCECASONS 3N OQUErmant WENKKE NOCe

(spare wheel of steed)

Tyres 165 SR15 steel coed

*) Oniy 0 Conpunction with the twin-Cartusetior engrn

"~

Saab-Scania, Saab Car Division
Nykoping, Sweden

i ey
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